Broadcast Message To All UN Staff   

June 12, 2009
The World Health Organization raised its global pandemic alert level to Phase 6 today. This means that sustained community transmission of a new influenza virus has now been confirmed in more than one WHO region, and that a global pandemic is now officially declared. It is important to note, however, that the change in phase reflects geographical spread of the new influenza A (H1N1) virus, and not the severity of illness that it causes. 

To date, the influenza A (H1N1) virus has overwhelmingly caused typical flu-like illness in affected persons. As such, this pandemic is currently considered to be moderate in severity. Nevertheless, the disease has produced severe illness sometimes resulting in death in young, previously healthy people. Pregnant women are at heightened risk of complications. Moreover, experts continue to be concerned that the pandemic virus could evolve over time. Consequently, they are closely monitoring and preparing for the impact of the virus as it spreads to other regions. 

The United Nations has been working actively since 2006 to prepare for a human influenza pandemic. With the recent appearance of the H1N1 virus, UN offices and duty stations across the globe have been updating their contingency plans, detailing activities to protect staff, and preparing to continue critical operations and support for national efforts during a pandemic. We are monitoring the situation carefully, and will take all necessary steps to respond appropriately to the evolving situation. However, the WHO Director-General has urged that responses match the threat, which at this moment is moderate. 

This change in phase does not bring about any change in the Pandemic Preparedness Plan for the UN System in Kenya; it still remains in place, as is.

Staff are once again reminded of the most effective measures to minimize the risk of infection, and to limit the spread of the virus: 

1. Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue if you cough or sneeze, and then throw the tissue in the trash. 

2. Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after coughing or sneezing, or use an alcohol-based hand cleaner where available. 

3. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth to prevent spreading germs. 

4. Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 

5. If you are sick, do not come to work. Stay home for at least 24 hours after all symptoms have subsided. You may call the Flu Reporting Line: 0728 602 524 to report flu- like sickness.
Visit www.unon.org (flu alert) for more information and links to other useful websites (WHO, CDC) and the UN Staff Pandemic Information Portal.
The Influenza Hotline will also be activated for staff members to call in for more information, starting next week. The number is 762 1212.

